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INITIAL SESSION PROPOSALS

Proposal for Session 1, Topic 1.1. Adapting to Climate Change. Special Session on “Drought Planning and Management”

	 Broader Issue/Context
	An exchange of expertise and up-to- date status information from different countries suffering droughts around the globe, can help in providing technical solutions to common drought problems. Moreover, climate change is expected to increase likelihood and intensity of droughts, and affect regions that have not traditionally dealt with this extreme phenomenon. Addressing droughts from an international perspective, based on accumulated management experience, is essential to mitigate impacts.
Potential Contribution to the World Forum: Drought planning and its management is directly linked to water related issues, and the Forum’s objectives of¨

· Collaboration, cooperation and solidarity among sectors and communities.
· Developing effective and long-lasting solutions to the lack of water, which interests the whole world as a global threat.

· Contributing to bringing together men and women defending the same cause, fostering collaborations between institutions at all levels in order to define policies and allowing for the setting up of concrete actions.

· Bringing together all the competencies on water.

· Creating enhanced understanding and improved information exchange between and amongst water users, decision-makers, the media, water practitioners and experts, at local, regional and global levels.

· Creating or reinforcing existing connections and interactions between the various uses and sources of water.

· Bridging of gaps in water technology, financing, capacity and management, with shared knowledge and experience.

Shifting from a drought management, as an emergency or crises situation, to a planned and structured one, can help in mitigating socio-economic and environmental drought impacts. This, in turn, contributes to combat desertification in areas where water scarcity and droughts converge. Technical experiences can help in establishing appropriate agriculture and land planning practices, taking into account drought effects, preventing associated damages.

	Key Question
	Address Drought issues globally 

	Session Development Description/ Outline
	Thematic focus: 

· Drought Planning and Management, experiences around the globe, and the success of applying drought management plans.

· Importance of mobilising funds and raising public and political awareness to improve drought management and foster water saving measures.

Draft Program:

Welcome and introduction

· WWC representative, Representative of Spanish Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs,

· Drought impacts globally, expected effects of Climate Change: IPCC representative.

Technical presentations: Social, economic and environmental impacts of recent droughts, and case studies on drought management

· The experience of drought management in Spain, Ministry of Environment, and Rural and Marine Affairs

· Current drought effects in Chile, Water Director, Ministry of Public Works

· African experience, drought effects and agricultural impacts in Morocco. 

· The Australian experience, drought legislative and mitigation measures. 

Round table and debate

· Short presentations from different sectors (water users, NGOs, researchers, local administrations), and direct debate with public. 

 

	(Types of ) Organizations to be involved in session development
	Water users, NGOs, researchers, representatives of private sector and local and national water administrations

	What is being bridged here?
	Drought Planning and Management, experiences around the globe 

	Next steps and timeline

	Key events for topic development and consultation process
Preparatory meetings. Consultation with EU experts, from the Water Scarcity and Droughts Expert Network (Common Implementation Strategy, Water Framework Driective), CODIA (Conference of the Iberoamerican Water Directors), INBO (International Network of Basin Organizations) and other interested international entities. 

	Contact information for coordination of this session
	Name: Teodro Estrela, Deputy Water Director
Organisation: Spanish Ministry of Environment, and Rural and Marine Affairs
Country: Spain
E-mail: buzon-intersgpusa@mma.es
Tel:+34914535339
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