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SESSION PROPOSALS  

Drafted by: Daniel Renault FAO                     (7th November 2008)
Topic reference number: 2.4. Multiple Uses and Functions of water services.
Topic consortium agreed to ask for 2 main 4-hour sessions 1 hour plenary introduction and 1-hour summary in plenary. 
Proposal for Session 0 Intro , Topic TITLE           in Plenary 1 hour. 
	 Broader Issue/Context
	Introduction to Multiple Uses and Functions of water services.  


Proposal for Main Session 1, Topic 2.4    4 hours
TITLE: Multiple uses and functions of water services to accelerate achievement of MDGs: characteristics, values and stakeholders. 
	 Broader Issue/Context
	 Why is the question below important?
Multiple Uses and Functions of Water Services (MUS) is the highest opportunity for local urban and rural communities and particularly the most vulnerable to access to various vital water services at a drastically reduced cost. These services include domestic and drinking water, irrigation for farming and for gardening, productive uses and environmental/ecosystems services.

For most vulnerable people and communities MUS is a practice which increases their livelihood and resilience to shocks. 
MUS is a sharing water mechanisms consistent with the IWRM principles at local operational level. 
MUS by essence encompasses several values, benefits of multiple services and functions that needs to be well characterised and quantified in particular in terms of water uses and impact on the most vulnerable.  

MUS is a leverage to accelerate achievement of many MDGs, more than one billion can benefit from it. 
Serving multiples uses is a managerial challenge for system operators but also a great opportunity to move towards environmental, social and economical sustainability of water services. 

	Key Questions
	Q1 How can the various types of multiple uses and functions of water of services (community-managed domestic and productive systems; large irrigation systems; multi-purpose dams; ecosystems services) be conceptualised and characterised? 

· Which multiple uses and multiple functions of water are fulfilled in such systems?

· What are technological, water quantity and quality characteristics of multiple use services? And how can marginal quality water play a role in this?

· Who are the stakeholders in MUS systems?

· What are the management mechanisms used for multiple-use systems?

Q2. What are the benefits of multiple-use services for different user groups and the sustainability of the services?

· What are the benefits of multiple-use services with respect to livelihoods and MDGs of different user groups (farmers, livestock owners, men, women, etc.) of the system?
· How do these benefits relate to their costs and compare with single-use water services?
· What is the impact of multiple use of water on the services’ sustainability?

· What is the global scope of multiple use of water systems in terms of potential number of users, addressing disadvantaged groups, investment requirements, etc?

	Session Development Description/ Outline
	 What areas need to be explored in order to provide solutions to the key question? Which stakeholders are affected by theis  question and how will they be engaged in the process?
The session will start with some key witnesses of direct beneficiaries of MUS people and community, to expose how particularly the most vulnerable get benefits from this practice, and How MUS is addressing simultaneously key MDGs for low cost.  [Key stakeholders:  Households – local community] 
Secondly a description of the various services and functions that MUS can provided in various geographical and climatic contexts.   [Key stakeholders: Project developers - Knowledge and research centers] 

Thirdly the issue of evaluating the cost and benefits of MUS is discussed. What are the added values of MUS compare to single use approach. Then the issue of assessing and mapping the potential for MUS is addressed. [Key stakeholders: Global Knowledge centers – project developers] 

Finally serving multiple uses is tackled at system level. Case studies illustrate that with feasible adjustments on quantity and quality designing and managing domestic systems, irrigation systems and ecosystems in the perspectives of MUS is a great opportunity to move towards environmental, social and economical sustainability of water services. [Key stakeholders: System managers, designers] 

	(Types of ) Organizations to be involved in session development
	Household (group) and Local communities 
Networks and global organisations.
Users group (farmers, community, fishermen, cattle growers) 

Managers domestic – Irrigation – Ecosystem – Private companies –power company-     Designers

Regional/Local officers

Action-researchers and knowledge developers  

	What is being bridged here?
	WWF5 will be an opportunity to bridge for the first time ever various multisectoral approaches: Domestic water supply based MUS, the ecosystem/multifunction of wetlands/paddyfield system and the service oriented management modernization in large irrigation infrastructures. 
A common understanding of MUS is expected on values, expected benefits and impacts of MUS and on how should systems serving multiple uses should be designed and managed. 

	Next steps and timeline
	Before mid December a summary narrative of the session and a sketch of the session running, with indications of invited contributors.    

	Co-covenors of this session
	Name: Mr Hideki Furihata 
Organisation: INWEPF 

Country: JAPAN 

E-mail: hideki_furihata@nm.maff.go.jp
Tel:     
	Name: Daniel Renault
Organisation: FAO 

Country:  Italy     

E-mail: daniel.renault@fao.org    
Tel:     

	Supporting consortium for this session: 

CPWF -IWMI – IRC- MUS group – IFAD


Proposal for Main Session 2, Topic 2.4      4 hours 
TITLE: Governance and institutional support for enabling Multiple Uses and Functions of water services.   

	 Broader Issue/Context
	 Why is the question below important?
MUS offers high potential to accelerate reaching MDGs as far as water services is concerned.  MUS should then be always critically considered as a cost effective solution in comparison with traditional single use options.    

To convert the high MUS potential shown by local current practices into a comprehensive consistent policy approach for implementing and managing natural resources for the benefit of the most vulnerable, there are several issues and problems to be addressed.  

Innovation is needed to come up with efficient governance of multiple uses systems (multiple sectors) to share decisions, cost for operation and management and benefits among stakeholders. 

Resistance to change is a critical aspect of MUS: breaking the walls between sectors is the challenge here.  
More recognition and support from the state and financial authorities is needed to extend the benefits of MUS to as much as many possible. 
Options for successful MUS policy implementation might be country specific therefore a progressive learning approach on MUS potential and constraints leading towards a vision and a strategy for implementation at country level is probably the most reliable option. 

	Key Question
	Q1 What are the current experiences with governance of multiple-use services?

· How to specify and manage the various types of services to the different users?

· What are multi-stakeholder decision-making procedures and management activities at different levels of the system?

· What are the different financing mechanisms to cover for the different costs of service provision?
· What is the impact of different governance models on the performance of these systems?

· What are the implications of multiple-use services for water resources management at higher levels of scale?

Q2 What are the legal, political, financial, institutional barriers faced by multiple-use services, and how can these be reduced so as to support and scale up multiple-use services? 
· What are the roles of various stakeholders including decentralised authorities, local private sector, financing institutions in supporting and scaling up multiple-use approaches to water services? 
· What are implications of multiple-use for intervention processes (planning, design, rehabilitation, modernization, etc)? 

· What kind of institutional development processes are needed to further facilitate the multi-stakeholder governance of multiple use of large irrigation system? 
· What are the enabling policy requirements to facilitate multiple-use services?

	Session Development Description/ Outline
	 What areas need to be explored in order to provide solutions to the key question? Which stakeholders are affected by theis  question and how will they be engaged in the process?
The first part of the session reviews some of the potential critical problems that if not properly addressed, may prevent upscaling MUS local successes. Contradictory opinions will be exposed on critical issues related to technical problems (e.g. norms on water quality per services), on innovation approach and resistance to change, on monitoring and evaluation of water services in MUS, on institutional organizations for MUS, on governance and on economical sustainability of MUS services provisions. Solutions to address these issues will be discussed, together with effective ways of supporting MUS. 

The second part of the session will discuss possible national strategies for MUS. This session does not aiming at producing guidelines or recommendations on what needs to be done to promote MUS but rather some possible progressive learning pathways concerned stakeholders from local to national to develop a good understanding of MUS in their own contexts. Various country experiences will be called upon to illustrate how MUS promoters can move from field practices, pilot projects to national vision and identification of the key policy changes and implementing mechanisms that are needed to upscale MUS. 
   Key stakeholders: associations, agencies involved in water management. Government and policy makers on legal and finance, representative of political local bodies.      

	(Types of ) Organizations to be involved in session development
	Funding Development agencies, Government, Global organisation

Domestic & irrigation Managers – Private companies - WUA - Professionals of various sector of water - Designers
NGOs project implementers - Knowledge agencies, Action- Research agencies,  Norm Developers 

Regional/Local officers

Government agencies 

Local communities and groups of farmers 

Networks and global organisations

	What is being bridged here?
	The bridge here between local practioners of MUS and the decision makers at high level to ensure that a WIN-WIN situation can be developped: more diversified services to more users and less investment for public authorities.  

	Next steps and timeline
	Before mid December a summary narrative of the session and a sketch of the session running, with indications of invited contributors.    

	Co-covenors of this session
	Name: Audrey Nepveu de Villemarceau 

Organisation: IFAD 

Country: Italy 

E-mail:   a.nepveu@ifad.org
Tel:     
	Name: Stef Smits

Organisation: IRC 

Country: Netherlands

E-mail: smits@irc.nl
Tel: 

	Supporting consortium for this session: 

MUS group- INWEPF - CPWF - IWMI –- FAO – ICID - ODI


Proposal for Session 3, Topic TITLE            1 hour plenary Summary of previous 
	 Broader Issue/Context
	Summary of previous sessions in plenary 
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