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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	4.1.1

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	The Right to Water and Sanitation: Show us where its been done?

	Working title
	Best practices of implementation: What measures need to be put in place by governments in sector reform, budgeting and policy formulation?

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	Will the human right to water and sanitation (RTWS) accelerate progress towards and beyond the MDGs or is it an empty promise? What measures need to be put in place by governments to ensure that RTWS is taken into account in sector reform, budgeting and policy formulation

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	Many States have recognised the Right to Water and Sanitation as part of the right to an adequate standard of living, and between 20 and 30 have included the right to water in national legislation or policies. However, use of the right to drive reform at the national level is embryonic in most countries. What measures need to be put in place by Governments to ensure that these rights impact sector reform, budgeting and policy formulation? 



	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	The session aims to identify, present and catalyse informed discussion on best practices of integration of human rights principles in the water and sanitation sector, and analysing them. 

The discussion will discuss instances of government action to ensure water availability, water quality and hygiene, physical accessibility of water and sanitation and/or affordability or water and sanitation where these actions have been based on human rights principles. These human rights principles include: express linkages to human rights, genuine participation of users in decision-making, accountability, non-discrimination and attention to vulnerable or marginalised groups.

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	COHRE and OHCHR

Nathalie Mivelaz, nmivelaz@ohchr.org, Thorsten Kiefer, thorsten@cohre.org and Kerubo Okioga (kerubo@cohre.org).  

	Other associated organisations
	

	Session outline and time allocation
	

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	Stakeholders from all regions are requested to provide a short description of best practices of implementation of the right (maximum two pages, not including annexes) at the country level. Contributions will be made publicly available on the web-site of the World Water Forum and a summary of these will be circulated at the session. They will also be shared with the newly appointed UN Human Rights Council Independent Expert on human rights obligations related to safe drinking water and sanitation to assist her mandate. Selected contributors will be asked to present their contributions at the relevant sessions. Potential contributors are requested to contact the session convenors to obtain the format for contributions. 

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Identify best practices of implementation. They will also be shared with the newly appointed UN Human Rights Council Independent Expert on human rights obligations related to safe drinking water and sanitation to assist her mandate. 
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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	4.1.2

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Are the poor better off with a rights-based approach?

	Working title
	Is the RTWS really making a difference for the poor and marginalised?  

	Duration
	2 hours

	Key question
	What steps are needed to improve their ability to use the RTWS as a tool to gain access and to hold governments and other actors to account?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	In some cases, users have successfully mobilized their communities to advocate for the right to water, resulting in improved access to water. However, many have achieved this result through other means and pathways. Does a rights-based approach truly help to get to scale? In cases where it did, improving the understanding of water rights for people was essential. How can the gained knowledge then be used as a tool truly to gain access?

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	While session 1 focuses on the ‘supply-side’ of the RTWS, session 2 examines the ‘demand-side’. The discussion will focus on good practise in mobilisation by users to understand and claim their rights, including circumstances where users are assisted or facilitated by civil society, government and other actors. It should also consider the role of government in ensuring that its own programmes are based on genuine, non-cosmetic participation by users and that public officials (as well as private service providers where they are delegate responsibilities) are accountable to users.  

This session will focus on advocacy groups and government bodies (and other actors involved in participatory and accountability mechanisms, and will consider case studies. Discussions will occur in the virtual forum and at relevant conferences (listed below). An attempt will be made to put duty-bearers and advocates in direct discussion.

Key questions involve the following:

· How has the right to water and/or sanitation contributed to and/or changed the organisation’s work on improving people’s access to safe water and sanitation?

· How have/can the ‘voice’ of excluded communities be strengthened in public participation processes).
· How has the use or the implementation of the RTWS impacted on government policy?

· What forms of enforcement mechanisms have worked in practise for the central government to make ensure that its obligations are fulfilled by local authorities and other service providers?
· Was the RTWS successful or unsuccessful as a tool of advocacy? What were the reasons for this? Did RTWS make a difference?

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	Danielle Morley, danielle@freshwateraction.net, Ceridwen Johnson, fan@freshwateraction.net

	Other associated organisations
	

	Session outline and time allocation
	

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	Stakeholders from all regions are requested to provide a short description of case studies of advocacy of the right at the country level. Contributions will be made publicly available on the web-site of the World Water Forum and a summary of these will be circulated at the session. Selected contributors will be asked to present their contributions at the relevant sessions. Potential contributors are requested to contact the session convenors to obtain the format for contributions. 

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Identification of best practices of government implementation of accountability mechanisms and case studies of advocacy and the lessons learnt. 
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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	4.1.3

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	The Right to Sanitation—a Phantom?

	Working title
	What does the right to sanitation comprise?

	Duration
	2 hours

	Key question
	What does the right to sanitation mean?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	The right to water was clarified significantly during the 4th World Water Forum. Today there seems to be a considerable lack of clarity on the right to sanitation. What does it truly entail? And how can its definition contribute to progress on access to sanitation? Following the International Year of Sanitation and the emerging focus on water and sanitation by UN human rights bodies, it is imperative to consider what exactly comprises the right to sanitation and where and how can it be applied. 


	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	Stakeholders from all regions are invited to prepare short responses on any of the following points. In all cases, references to national best practices are requested in order to illustrate the points:

· What is the definition of the right to sanitation? Should it include waste-water and solid waste management? 

· What are the duties of government in regard to sanitation? 

· What are the responsibilities of users in regard to sanitation?

· What should the minimum standards of RTS for countries at various levels of development?

· Where have human rights been used to help realise the right to sanitation, either by government or civil society? 



	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	Water Aid, UN-HABITAT, SDC

	Other associated organisations
	

	Session outline and time allocation
	

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	Contributions will be made publicly available on the web-site of the World Water Forum and a summary of these will be circulated at the session. They will also be shared with the newly appointed UN Human Rights Council Independent Expert on human rights obligations related to safe drinking water and sanitation to assist her mandate. Selected contributors will be asked to present their contributions at the relevant sessions. Potential contributors are requested to contact the session convenors to obtain the format for contributions.

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	This session will propose responses to key questions about the definition of the right to sanitation and chart a way forward for its implementation. It will provide valuable input into the UN Human Rights Council process to clarify the normative content of the right to sanitation. 
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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	4.1.4

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Water Right in Emergency: Be principled or get practical?

	Working title
	Rights-based approach in Emergency: limits and opportunities

	Duration
	2 hours

	Key question
	What is the added value of a rights-based approach (based on water and sanitation rights) to emergencies, in terms of field and advocacy practices?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	In disasters and conflicts, evoking right to water and sanitation principles could support emergency measures. But where does the buck stop? Can entrenching human rights in the humanitarian sector improve the quality of response? And, does a rights-based approach in this context aid in transitioning from emergency response to long-term rehabilitation and development?

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	Main objective of the session: Catalyze discussion on the contribution of rights-based approaches to water and sanitation in emergency situations

The following questions will be considered: 

- What are the main lines of resistance to the adoption of this kind of approach amongst donors and humanitarian agencies? 

- What are the key types of violations of the right to water and sanitation in emergency situations?

- What is the added value of this approach in the field? Are there any field examples demonstrating the added value of integrating rights in emergency response?

- What is the added value of this approach in terms of advocacy? Are there any examples demonstrating the added value of integrating rights in advocacy activities?

- Where have rights-based approaches been used in emergency situations and with what result? 

- Have other human rights besides RTWS been utilized in emergency responses, and if so, how does this help? What lessons have been learned? 

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	Organization: Action against Hunger (ACF–France) 

Name: Ms Julie AUBRIOT – Research officer 

Country: France 

E-mail: jaubriot@actioncontrelafaim.org 

Tel: 00 33 1 43 35 88 26

	Other associated organisations
	- Global WASH Cluster (UN)

To be confirmed/ to be re-approached:

- UNICEF

- OXFAM

- ICRC

- Green Cross

- Indonesia: Ministry / Society for Disaster Management (MBPI)

- ECHO

- Water and Sanitation Hygiene Monitoring Program (WaSH MP), Palestine

- Action Aid

	Session outline and time allocation
	- Introduction (by the facilitator) – 15 min

- Presentation 1 – Legal bases of the right to water and sanitation in

emergencies and link with the emergency standards response + examples of violations of the RTWS in emergencies – 15 min

- Presentation 2 – Outputs and main results of the “right to water and sanitation in emergencies project - 15 min

- Presentation 3 – case study (field example) - 15 min

- Presentation 4 – case study (advocacy example) - 15 min

- Interactive debate – 60 min

- Conclusion and recommendations (by the facilitator) – 15 min

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	Contributions will be made publicly available on the web-site of the World Water Forum and a summary of these will be circulated at the session. They will also be shared with the newly appointed UN Human Rights Council Independent Expert on human rights obligations related to safe drinking water and sanitation to assist her mandate. Selected contributors will be asked to present their contributions at the relevant sessions. Potential contributors are requested to contact the session convenors to obtain the format for contributions.

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	- Expected outcomes:
1. Identify examples of violations of the right to water and sanitation in emergency situations;

2. Identify recommendations to NGOs and civil society organizations that illustrate the added-value of a rights-based approach to emergencies in the WASH sector.

- Impact: 

Sensibilization among emergency actors, donors and international organizations of the relevance of a rights-based approach in emergency 

- Possible linkage: 

With ACF’s WASH activities and WASH Cluster activities 


