Session description
	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	6.2.1

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Thinking outside the water box

	Working title
	Water Science And Technology: Appropriate And Innovative Solutions For The 21st Century  

	Duration
	4 hours

	Key question
	· What will the future of water management be in 50 years time?

· What will be the impact of emerging technologies on how we manage   the water cycle?

· How can the water sector benefit from unified personalized information platforms (GoogleEarth, YouTube, TomTom etc)?

· Is the water sector ready for NBIC convergence?

· How can the water sector support future technology developments such as a single digital earth model (combines geographical, hydro-geological, ecological, climatologically models)?

· Will technology enable us to follow every drop of fresh water through the water cycle?

· How can emerging technologies help us to tackle water related poverty?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	This session aims to peer into a crystal ball, to see how future of water management might look like in the next 30 years. It will take the participant on a journey into the future, and will help them imagine how technology will support sustainable water management.

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	The session will be divided into two sub-sessions. 

1. Imagine a World: 

· The session will involve three presentations from key innovation companies that will give a futuristic presentation on water management in the 21st century.

· There presentations will be very visual and include films 3D visualization highlighting how the various IT tools and platform can be used to manage water.
· Potential presenters will be Google, IBM, NBIC technology innovators and ‘Factory of Ideas.’

2. Developing Countries – Leaping into the future
· This session will follow a format of ‘Dragons Den’ where 3-4 teams will present to a group of potential investors (the ‘dragons’), in succession.  

· Each of the 3-4 teams will promote a technology concept that they believe will enable developing countries to leap-frog in terms of sustainable water management. The proposed technology concepts could be: decentralised systems; ecosanitation, membranes for treatment, integrated water management.

· The dragons will cross examine these teams to establish if there proposed technology innovations will really enable developing countries to ‘leap-frog’ (feasibility and practicality of such an approach). 

· The dragons will include representatives from water companies, manufacturers and developing country NGOs. 


	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	 Netherlands Water Partnership - Jeroen J. van der Sommen

	Other associated organisations
	To be confirmed

	Session outline and time allocation
	Session Outline (4 hours)
Introduction

· 15 min  -  Presentation by Topic Coordinator for Session 6.2.1
Session 6.2.1a

· 20 min - Presentation 1

· 20 min - Presentation 2 

· 20 min - Presentation 3      

· 40 min - Discussion

Session 6.2.1b

· 10min – Team 1 pitch

· 15min – Cross examination by dragons

· 10min – Team 2 pitch

· 15min – Cross examination by dragons

· 10min – Team 3 pitch

· 15min – Cross examination by dragons

· 10min – Team 4 pitch

· 15min – Cross examination by dragons

· 25min – Summary by Dragons




	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	Contributions to be finalized.(8 contributions recieved)

1. Water Research Institute, Iran: (3 contributions)
2. MOSVODOKANAL Moscow Public Enterprise for Water & Wastewater Management, Moscow, Russia: 1 contribution

3. Sabanci University: (1 contribution)
4. HeliXeR - creating business for water & health: 1 contribution

5. CSIC-EBD Spain: (1 contribution)
6. UNESCO-EOLSS: (1 contribution)


	Missing stakeholders
	None

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	


Google, IBM, 


Factory of Ideas 








