Session Summary Form
Topic 3.3
Ecosystems for Water and Life
This Session Summary is the result of reviewing all 59 contributions we received, and trying to accommodate as many of them as possible into our plans for the sessions. The 11 hours of time allocated to Topic 3.3 have been divided into 3 main sessions of 3 hours, and one wrap-up session of 2 hours. Each of the main sessions has 3 sub-topics, which in turn will accommodate 2 statements that are to be discussed by the session participants. There is room for a total of 21 statements: 3 sessions x 3 sub-topics x 2 statements = 18, plus 3 statements in Session 4, that will be distilled from the first 3 Sessions and pertain to highly relevant emerging issues in the field of water and ecosystems. 
We have chosen a format in which introductory presentations are an integral part of the topic’s sub-sessions, since time is constrained and visitors will quite possibly not visit all Topic 3.3 sessions (so we will have no separate introductory session). This means that all sessions must stand alone, as well form a coherent process. The sessions will be linked together with the help of the Background Document, in which session convening and contributing partners have the chance to elaborate on the discussion statements they provided as input to the sub-session roundtable interactive debates. During and after the Forum, this Background Document will evolve into the Synthesis Report when we include the participants’ responses during the sessions. We do feel it is important to have a good wrap-up session, that integrates the results of the earlier (sub-)sessions and ensures the outcomes of those sessions are acknowledged and used.
We have tried to make sure our sessions have recognizable and interesting topics, and that all contributions (even those which express opposing views) could be placed in one of the (sub-)sessions. We have also tried to include the key questions identified for the topic in the Scoping Document, which was written during the preparation phase. All this ensures that the sessions reflect the priorities of the contributors, who we feel represent a wide range of parties interested in ecosystems and water.
We very much support the requirement for an interactive approach to the sessions. Therefore we have a lot of time allocated to interactive discussions with the audience, which will be focused on statements prepared by proposal submitters. We envision facilitating the debate by using Group Decision Room software tools during the sessions, which will ensure meaningful participation of all audience members. This system also records all the activity, which means all responses will be available for inclusion in the Synthesis Report, thus lightening the load of reporters. However, the limitations of the (otherwise very flexible) system mean that we will need a flexible set-up of the room, with tables at which group discussions can unfold, and media (computers, network, beamer) through which the outcome of each of these discussions can be shared and replied to. For an active but manageable participation the number of participants will be about maximum 200 per session, or parallel sessions depending on the number of participants to be accommodated. 
Further, to be able to use these tools, we depend on the available budget, for which we are trying to find sponsors/partners. However, the availability of appropriate and flexible congress rooms and facilities is a more important pre-requirement. If it turns out the preconditions cannot be met, we will do our very best to find other methods for participation that fit the available facilities, before we might have to ‘resort’ to a classical classroom type of meeting. This however would be at the expense of a lively and participative dialogue, and would ask for more "presenters" of notes and cases. These will be easy to find, since many of the contributing partners are willing to take the floor for oral presentations. This however would be counter-productive to the objective to have a lively and open debate in which the whole audience can participate from their individual point of view. We envision the subsequent interlinked sub-sessions, programmed in a learning cycle, will allow for monitoring of the stakeholders’ learning process during the subsequent sessions, and will report on that learning process in the Synthesis Report.
	Session reference number 
	3.3.1

	Media-friendly title 
	Bloom or Bust: What are the best ways to manage nature?

	Working title
	Ecosystems for Water and Life: General Policies, Theories and Strategies; the why and how of preserving natural ecosystems.

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	Session 3.3.1 will deal with general policies and strategies in the field of ecosystem protection. At this level of abstraction, new developments deserve attention. 
· Session 1.1 deals with a much debated topic in the management of ecosystems, which is Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES). 
· Session 1.2, about Land and Water Management, will emphasize the possible role of ecosystems as providers of services to rural and urban areas. 
· The policies and management principles to protect and restore ecosystems in Session 1.3 include Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), the Water Framework Directive (WFD), and the Ecosystem Approach. 

	(Un)confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	UNECE/ Swiss government 

(Sub-conveners: SIWI/ SEI, WWF Turkey/ DSI Turkey)

	Other associated organizations
	

	Session outline and time allocation
	15

Introduction Session, Key Note Speaker

45

Sub-Topic 1.1 Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES)
10

Introduction Sub-Topic 1.1 and Statements

15

Discussion Statement 1.1.1

15

Discussion Statement 1.1.2

5

Summary

10

Break

45

Sub-Topic 1.2 Land and Water Management
10

Break

45

Sub-Topic 1.3 Policies and Management Principles to protect and restore Ecosystems
10

Round-up



	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Outcomes of the discussion of the statements will serve as input to the wrap-up session (3.3.4)


	Session reference number 
	3.3.2

	Media-friendly title
	Spreading the wealth: How to share the benefits of nature?

	Working title
	Ecosystems for Water and Life - Benefits Sharing for Regional Prosperity

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	How can rural and (peri-)urban livelihoods prosper through/ benefit from sharing responsibility to preserve ecosystems for water and life?

	Media-friendly session summary 
	

	Session description 
	In Session 3.3.2, we will focus on regional perspectives and the integration of different landscape elements and ecosystems. 
· The concept of Environmental Flows (Eflows) in Session 2.1 attempts to minimize the impact of upstream water use to ecosystem functioning downstream, and hence provide a critical instrument to connect regions.
· Session 2.2 will debate the links between coastal zones and inland watersheds. 
· Session 2.3 will address competing claims (e.g. in river deltas) and elaborate the possible choices to be made. 

	(Un)confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	IUCN

(Sub-conveners: UNEP, Deltas (Dutch Provinces and Egypt))

	Other associated organizations
	Korea, Asia-Pacific

	Session outline and time allocation
	15

Introduction Session, Key Note Speaker

45

Sub-Topic 2.1 Environmental Flows and River Continuum
10

Introduction Sub-Topic 2.1 and Statements

15

Discussion Statement 2.1.1

15

Discussion Statement 2.1.2

5

Summary

10

Break

45

Sub-Topic 2.2 Management of Fresh water resources and the Coastal Zone
10

Break

45

Sub-Topic 2.3 Balancing Competing Claims in areas with high human activity
10

Round-up



	Contributions received that will be included in the session 
	

	Missing stakeholders 
	Representatives of the regional processes

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Outcomes of the discussion of the statements will serve as input to the wrap-up session (3.3.4)


	Session reference number 
	3.3.3

	Media-friendly title
	Acting locally, thinking globally: What actions help preserve ecosystems?

	Working title
	Local Communities for Ecosystems Security; Concerted Actions for Synergies bridging Livelihoods needs, Water and Ecosystems.

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	

	Media-friendly session summary 
	

	Session description 
	In Session 3.3.3, we reflect on the role of community based water management, focusing on local problems and actions. How can local actions reduce the water footprint? How can we promote wise use of ecosystems? The session is divided in Natural Ecosystems (3.1) and both rural and urban Man-made Ecosystems (3.2). 
Both of these types of ecosystems deal with their own specific issues, as is clear from the proposals we received.
The goal of this session is to provide inputs for upcoming conventions, such as the CBD, CSD and Kyoto follow-up processes, to ensure the further incorporation of the results in other globally important events.

	(Un)confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	Ramsar/ FAO 
(sub-conveners: Wetlands International, South Florida (Everglades), ICID/ Wageningen UR)

	Other associated organizations
	GAWI, South Africa, DSI Turkey

	Session outline and time allocation
	15

Introduction Session, Key Note Speaker

45

Sub-Topic 3.1 Natural Environments
10

Introduction Sub-Topic 3.1 and Statements

15

Discussion Statement 3.1.1

15

Discussion Statement 3.1.2

5

Summary

10

Break

45

Sub-Topic 3.2 Man-made Environments (rural and urban)
10

Break

45

Session  3.3 t.b.d.
10

Round-up



	Contributions received that will be included in the session 
	

	Missing stakeholders 
	

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Outcomes of the discussion of the statements will serve as input to the wrap-up session (3.3.4)


	Session reference number 
	3.3.4

	Media-friendly title 
	Putting nature first: How to install change to ensure water and environmental security?

	Working title
	Ecosystems for People, People for Ecosystems, Water and Life : Policies, Theories and Strategies, Revisited.     Conclusions, Recommendations and Actions for societal and institutional change to create a better enabling environment for preserving natural ecosystems

	Duration
	2 hours

	Key question
	What major social and institutional changes are needed to make preservation of natural ecosystems a principal objective of land and water management?

	Media-friendly session summary 
	

	Session description 
	The results from the previous 3 sessions will be summarized by the session conveners, and these results are used to formulate emerging issues to be discussed in a final round of interaction with the audience (1 statement distilled from each session). 
After that, the High Level Panel will indicate how they plan to implement the results of the sessions and comments from the audience in their work. By organizing the session this way, it will really be a ‘revisitation’ of the earlier sessions, ensuring that the results will be built on further, and can be used as input for future processes.

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	Topic 3.3 Coordinators, Session Conveners 3.3.1-3.3.3 

	Other associated organizations
	All stakeholders of previous sessions, WWC, GWP, UN-Water, The Nature Conservancy, ICID

	Session outline and time allocation
	30

Summary Session 3.3.1-3.3.3 (10 min per Session)

45

Discussion 3 distilled statements (15 min per statement)

10

Break

30

High-Level Panel response to Summary and Discussion

5

Closing



	Contributions received that will be included in the session 
	

	Missing stakeholders 
	Interested representatives of the political process

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	The discussion will lead to concrete recommendations to the political process. Also, the outcomes will be used as input for the CSD. The digitally recorded responses of the participants of all sessions under topic 3.3 will be used as input for the Topic Report. 


Annex 1:

Session Contributions received by the Topic 3.3 Coordinators, with their ID-code, Topic 3.3 reference number, and the Session they were assigned to.
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