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Friday 5 December 2008

Nations Gather to Debate Global Action Plan on Water Issues
United Nations Palais des Nations, Geneva - Switzerland, 5 December 2008 - More than 190 delegates representing ministries from 81 nations will gather at the UN offices in Geneva on 4-5 December to debate strategies about how to adapt to global changes that affect water management. The gathering is the second in series of preliminary meetings leading up to the 5th World Water Forum in March 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey. The ministers responsible for water resources hope to agree to a global action plan called the Ministerial Agenda for Water Adaptation Management Strategies for Global Changes Including Climate Change/Variability.
Millions of people lack access to potable water and basic sanitation. Demand for these services is on the rise due to population growth, increased consumption, and greater demand for food and energy. The pollution of lakes, rivers and underground reservoirs reduces the supply of clean water. Climate change adds another variable to the already unstable equation. The Ministerial Agenda is expected to offer ways to address these and other water resource management issues.
The Ministerial Agenda is being prepared through meetings in UN offices in Paris, Geneva, Rome and Istanbul. The final document is expected to be signed during a Ministerial Conference at the 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul. 
The Ministerial Agenda will be designed to provide input into other international negotiations in the Group of Eight (G8), the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Thus political process of the 5th World Water Forum will not be an end in itself but will represent the beginning of an effort to give water issues the importance they deserve on the global agenda.

The 5th World Water Forum takes place in Istanbul, Turkey 16-22 March 2009. 

For more information or to set up interviews, please contact:
Daniella Boström, Media Officer, World Water Council, +33 4 91 99 41 00, d.bostrom@worldwatercouncil.org; Web: www.worldwatercouncil.org
Rezzan Hasanbeseoglu, Media Officer, 5th World Water Forum, +90 216 325 4 992, rhasanbeseoglu@worldwaterforum5.org; Web: www.worldwaterforum5.org
About the 5th World Water Forum


The World Water Forum is the main water-related event in the world, aimed at putting water firmly on the international agenda. The Forum offers the water community and policy-and-decision- makers from all over the world the unique opportunity to come together, create links and debate to find solutions to achieve water security. It is organized every three years by the World Water Council in close collaboration with the authorities of the hosting country. The 5th World Water Forum will be held in Istanbul, Turkey, from 16 to 22 March 2009.














