5th World Water Forum

Kick-Off Meeting

Roundtables Sessions on Thematic Issues and Forum Processes 

	ISSUE
	PRODUCT
	PROCESS

	1. Adapting to Climate Change / Risk Management

	Global impacts of CV and CC-on water resources and water servıces (social, economic, and envıronmental)

	Impact maps

Coupled models climate-hydrology

Overall communications strategy

	Working groups Networks
Linking to existing programmes (IPCC, IFI, NeWater) and bring them into WWF5 Process 
Teaching effective communication techniques (messages, target groups including decision-makers, engineers, public scientists 

	Regional Vulnerability Assessments

-Extremes, Disasters, including droughts, floods and hurricanes /storms

-Accellerating Trends (sea level rise, snow cover melt)
	Maps, hazards and risk

	Data Exchange

Projects to produce products

Regional Processes


	Local Adaptation measures

-Early warning

-Structural: storage as a coping mechanism

-Non-structural:

   -land use, spatial planning

   -finance private sector

-IWRM


	Guidelines for water management

Early warning systems

Financial Facility

Legislation

Communication

Case studies

New Technologies (for drought management)
	Regional Process

Building Capacity

Build partnership with the insurance industry

High-level panel on financial facility (microfinance)

Working group on storage

Mitigation strategies

	2. Protecting resources, Livelihoods & Biodiversity

	Threatening of water catchments areas: Erosion, vegetation and urbanization

Threatening of water quality: organic and non-organic pollution

Disappearance of wetlands: size and quality, increasing flooding

Unbalance between water demand for economic development and natural habitats, and water availability: economic and population growth

Lack of coherence in management of different users and usages

Unadapted storage solutions and threaten the water resources  and environment and livelihoods

Irresponsible collective and individual behaviours threaten the ecological balance of water sources

Over exploitation of groundwater threaten the sustainability of water resources

Misuse of water for irrigation can lead long-term degradation of soil and environment

Degradation of ecology accelerates environmental migration
	Presentation of best practices, examples and experiences on the following items:

Enforce and implement of environmental laws, regulations, standards, norms, conventions at international and national levels

Environmental education

Ecosystemic approach in Integrated water resources development

Ecology friendly reservoirs and dams

New approaches for resource mobilization: appropriate techniques, reuse of water, reforestation

Revitalization of water resources


	Use of Wikipedia database methodology for elaboration of best practices on Internet

Use of prepared and planned conferences, seminars, workshops to collect information  on best practices and win-win experiences all around the world

Terms of references of the process and identification of best practices  are elaborated under the leadership of WWC (World Water Council), with relevent experts.



	3. Financing Water Infrastructure & Services

	Need for World Guide to Water Financing
	Guidelines on how to find appropriate projects

Guidelines to attract funding

Guidelines for small projects to find sources

Maybe Financiers Without Borders – transfer of knowledge mechanisms in financing area. 
	Regional discussions to focus on need for Guide, likely contents. 

Bring water infrastructure builders and financial providers together to discuss specific needs in financing – terms, insurance, etc .

	Addressing the specificities of Water Infrastructure Financing


	Risk reduction mechanisms.

Time disparities: 5=6 year money for 30 year projects – how?

Mechanisms for construction AND mechanisms for ongoing O and M. 

Financing for optimizing existing infrastructure.
	

	Creating the appropriate public environment to attract finance, and building local capacity for water operators

	price of money depends on clarifying the role of the players

how to initiate and clarify responsibilities of different levels of government
	

	Tariffs-billing subsidies. What works where? Who will decide? How can transparency be encouraged?
	Case studies of relevant developing country innovation and success.
	

	Modalities for financing the PeriUrban – access for the poor 


	Case studies from the developing world

Dialogue 
	Regional consultations to suggest successful models for WWF V focus

	Continue the Gurria task force. Make the Financing for All web site better known
	
	

	4. Improving Management of Water Services & Resources

	Ground Water in Transition (i.e. threatened state)

	Insure decision makers consider impacts of groundwater

Transboundary groundwater issues
	Have a dedicated Forum session on groundwater

elevate topic from technicians to policy makers and public.

	Urban Water Management Systems
	Impact on water and sanitation

Reduce Leakage of networks -  theft of water 

Decentralization of responsibility from central govt to local govt

Use of Public-Public and Public-Private Partnerships to improve service performance
Regional Water Management – local management systems

Impact on water and sanitation
	World mega-cities have this problem, their numbers are increasing

use case studies to identify common challenges to be solved



	Integrated Water Resources Management


	Create awareness and broaden constituency in decision-making 
Put it into Political Agendas

Train future managers in IWRM good practices
Include reuse; eco-system management
	Much of this comes from EU directives – use their experience to broaden adoption of practices
Needs to include a broad basis of stakeholders – public, NGOs

	Improving management skills -– Capacity building 
	Capacity building is training on the basis of a shared value system

Networking of managers


	Involve capacity building organisations and other groups with know-how to share
Broaden funding sources to increase its effect

	Rainwater as a source of water
	Develop a good information system on rainwater

Insure rainwater gets its proper attention as a viable resource next to surface and groundwater
	Involve rainwater Alliance –Rainwater Partnership

Use case studies to broaden experiences

Seek ways to capture/store rainwater to improve reliability 

	Agricultural Water Management 

	Water needs for agriculture must be ensured to create sustainable local economies

strengthen effective water use practices and disseminate them properly
Create capacity-building processes to improve practice
	Involve Agricultural associations and other water users.

	5. Improving Water Governance

	Institutional lack of a global framework agreement for transboundary waters
	Best practices report on transboundary waters governance
	

	Lack of framework convention to structure governance :

· International standards are needed

· Develop principles to define roles and responsibilities at different levels

· too much overlap and duplication, especially at international level
Disequilibrium: Agriculture / irrigation uses the most water but urban/human household water and sanitation is the focus of the political process

Cultural uniqueness and social context must be recognized in water governance

Recognize local authorities as key players – capacity building must target elected officials at all levels

Groundwater use and governance raises different issues that are not effectively managed at national level

“Shared stewardship” concept must be nurtured.

Conflicts between urban and agricultural use.
Competition among various Ministries like Natural Resources, Finance and Development 

Disconnection between water supply, development and Conservation Strategies

Transparency

· Better data on line will bring a revolution in transparency

· Corruption must be addressed


	Assessment and case study of results of decentralization: create a report, network or facility

Sharing of on-line resources (e.g. GROWNET: Groundwater Network for best practices in low income countries)

Ministerial summit addressing impact of climate change on hydrological cycle

· Tap into Public groundswell for responsible climate change policies

· Involve  Ministers of finance, agriculture, economic development, as well as water, health, and environment


	Link to Asia Pacific Water Forum

Link to CSD and Committee on Legal Empowerment for the Poor

Link to Local Authorities associations to get feedback on major water issues and to provide 



	6. Innovation & Water Technologies

	Overall Goal: The full use of the potential of science and technology to improve our management of water resources and of their related environment



	Identifying and understanding available supplies of freshwater


-The need for an improved assessment at river basin, national and global levels of the water supplies that are available for use


-The need for an improved understanding of the variability in space and time of these resources, including their quality as well as their quantity and the critical interaction between surface water and groundwater


-The consequent need for the geophysical, socio-economic and technical data and information required to support the above 


	A research agenda to cover all key issues

Global Information system to locate research results and technologies of interest.

Brief position papers on the various issues addressed to the informed public with clear real life examples.of where particular problems have arisen and\or solutions applied,)

Plans for extension services that could be implemented at national level to bring appropriate technology to the local level and feed back local knowledge and needs to research water and technologists.

A limited series of press briefs and releases.

Carefully drafted texts that could be included in any ministerial or high level statements coming out of the forum.


	Over the next year engage experts from countries, NGOs, and IGO, to prepare first drafts of the “products”

Convene a week of workshops to discuss and refine these drafts—possible just before 22 march 2008

Disseminate the revised drafts to all regional and thematic meetings over the next 10 months.

Convene small working groups to finalise the drafts prior  to their submission at sessions of various sorts held during 5 WWF

Issue final versions during or after the 5th WWF as appropriate/



	Climate Change


-The necessity of greater clarity and precision in our understanding of the impact of climate change and the availability of freshwater


-Recognition of the role that technology can play in facilitating adaptation to future conditions and in avoiding potential situations of conflict


	
	

	Anthropogenic influences on the hydrological cycle

-The need to define more clearly and promote the concepts of virtual water (incl. ethanol) and a hydrological footprint including the impact of using water to grow crops as a source of ethanol

-The importance of studying the hydrological cycle under anthropogenic influence so as to guard against unexpected negative impacts of new technology and changes in economic policies and management practices

Balancing water supply and demand/need


-Development of new and greater use of existing technologies for water re-use, while studying the secondary impacts this may have on soils, etc.


-Promoting reductions in water loss, especially leaks in reservoirs, aqueducts and pipes


-Developing more efficient and/or cheaper technology for desalination


	
	

	The role of science and technology


-The need to increase awareness of the role of science and technology in the past in improving the quality of life and reducing poverty


-The promotion of this role in the future being aware of past negative impacts of some technological developments
	
	

	Technological diffusion and transfer


-much research and technological development has been undertaken that is unknown and\or unavailable to many potential users. 


-the need to make appropriate technologies available to users at grassroots level such as farmers


-the need for global standardization (ie. Fittings and terminology) in technology so as to facilitate its transfer and use worldwide


-the benefits of finding ways of developing and adapting technologies at the local level.


	
	

	7. Equity, Education & Ethics

	Education for Water and Sanitation; water rights and legislation
	Technical and basic training type of education
	Involving civil society organisations

	Education in water management
	Reaching students and teachers

Global water education

Children Forums
	Panel, posters etc

	Right to water for poor people
	Helping poor people to change habits
	Existing experiences

Lessons from local successes

Beneficiaries opinions

	Water management
	Education of users and managers
	Networking of centres with the help of national water authorities, CSOs toward water users

	8. Health, Sanitation & Water Supply

	Accelerate the implementation of water supply and sanitation MDGs, include waste water disposal

Sustainable financing of water supply, sanitation and waste water disposal

	Human and economic development indicators

Mortality reduction

International cooperation and legislation

Capacity building, exchange of know-how

Innovative technologies adapted to local conditions

Project preparation fund

School sanitation

Lifeline water right
	Improved land use and planning

Enforcement of standards and international legislation

Sensibilization on the benefits of hygyene and sanitation

Sustainable watershed management

Link sanitation to water supply

Gender approach

Education and training

Participatory Process into local strategies

	9. Food Security, Water for Food & Ecosystems

	Integration of irrigation into a river basin management policy (quantity+quality aspects)

Listening to the voice of the farming community (water users association, etc) (with a gender perspective).

Reconciliation of water for agriculture and water for other uses (ecosystems) appropriate industrial setup.

Financing irrigation infrastructure.

Food security vs. energy security (bio-fuels production)

Use of marginal water (brackish, reuse..) 

Focus on Subsaharan Africa and countries in conflict.

Involving other players in the food chain community. (agro industry, retailers)

Securing land for agriculture / food security.

Improving water productivity and efficiency in the whole food chain.

Virtual water issues, international trade, agricultural subsidies.

Rain fed agriculture

Time and space for water for agriculture at the Forum
	Plan for  farmers, food processors, traders and retailers involvement in the 5 th World Water Forum 

Examples of successes and pitfalls, conflict prevention and resolution cases

Status document on water for agriculture with best available data

Guiding principles and priorities for donor financing for water in agriculture and ecosystems

Use of marginal quality water in agriculture (country reports by leading organizations)

Knowledge sharing on water savings

Draft program of the forum with specific sessions on each identified topic

Report on best  intuitional and technical practices for agricultural water operation and management


	Specialized consultation of major experts, small producers in developing countries, business community.
Conduct consultations with small farmers, Water user associations. 

Involve Turkish farmer associations in the Forum


	10. Water for Energy – Energy for Water

	The role of water in renewable energy 
	Potential and current contribution of hydropower

Synergies in renewables
	Participation and involvement of all stakeholders: 
International, Regional, National, Professional organizations (IHA, ICOLD, ICID, IWRA, etc.)

Research centers and universities

NGO’s (WWF, CARE..) International, Regional, Local water foundations
International financial Agencies (WB, IEB, AfDB, ADB, AFD…)

Public Private Enterprises related to energy and water.

Any other related interested party



	Transboundary Cooperation for water and energy


	Case studies: Nile, Danube, Mekong, etc

Integrated water and energy Management models

Comparative study on water and energy Treaties
	

	Climate Change and renewable resources on water and energy 
	Predicting effects – Mitigation strategies in water and energy sector
	

	Good practice in social and environmental issues in water & energy 
	Case studies, 

Benchmarking guidelines,

Dedicated websites
	

	HP for sustainable development needs in Africa 
	Needs assessment and strategies – Priority identification 
	

	Financing of renewable resources of water and energy 


	Existing (Policies & Process of Financing agencies)

Needs of less Developed Countries

Case studies on PPP
	

	Technical innovations in water and energy 

	Recent development reports on desalination,environment, energy efficiency (irrigation, domestic, industry, …)

Exchange and diffusion of technologies
	

	Multipurpose characteristics of water for energy

	Case studies 

List of characteristics, benefits and risks  
	

	Renewable energy for water (groundwater, desalinization, cooling, sanitation) 


	Uses of energy on water supply, irrigation – 

World trends on desalinization

Energy efficiency in water uses
	

	Millennium Development Goals relating water and energy
	Millennium Development Goals relating water and energy
	

	11. River basin management for Development

	Demand management and Sectoral Competition

Basin-wide management for development, including demographic, economic, cultural and environmental dimensions

Participatory management focused on both water quantity and quality aspects

Institutional fragmentation and lack of legislation

Also of note:  

(i)Transboundary water management

(ii)Groundwater Management
	Case studies of best practices

Toolbox of best practices

	

	WILDCARD

	Issues and topics which not identified within other thematic areas:
1. Trans-boundary water and international water law.
2. Groundwater and Rainwater
3. Water, Culture and Religion,  water development and conservation of cultural heritage
4. Focus on Agriculture and especially impact of bio-fuels and productivity of water
5. The impact of water availability and security on human settlements, the need for integration of water in urban and spatial planning processes.
6. Data and information systems are essential for effective management of water resources and infrastructure.
Suggestions for the forum:
1. Involve the Youth and Gender in an early stage of the preparatory process
2. the Forum should become a solution and not just a set of problems
3. Get stronger industry involvement in the preparatory process
Products Suggested to be brought to the Forum:

1. open source development for water – water-wiki with tools and manuals etc.

2. web-based - Individual financing

3. develop communication means using next generation internet.


	
	
	

	Forum Processes

	Communication

	What tools to use to enhance communications?

	360° approach needed. Must use to the fullest all new information technologies
	Gain confidence of the gatekeepers of the information multipliers, journalists, web managers, activist, NGOs etc.

	Orient all outputs to the 2009 Forum

	Oversee a staggered approach. 

Start feeding out stories; conduct 

Activities designed to increase interest in the Forum.

These are sign posts to Istanbul
	Devise a workplan that assigns roles to partners to contribute to raising awareness in lead up to the Forum 

	Messages must be clear, simple and uncluttered


	To make the link between water and a family’s wellbeing and welfare, create sense of urgency
	Engage international, regional and local media in personal connection 

	What lessons to be learnt from previous Forum?
	Location in Hispanic America led to an over concentration of coverage in Latin America. The 5th Forum must achieve more global coverage
	Sustained effort in information to Achieve Geographical equity.



	How is success in communication to be assessed?
	Monitoring and evaluation to be built in so as to lead to a set of indicators to judge impact of information and awareness raising.
	Resources to be found to bring Information multipliers to Istanbul to ensure coverage relevant to regional bias and concerns

	People empowerment
	Outputs should place emphasis at all times on what the individual can do to effect change.

Celebrities should be used to help reinforce message.
	Develop coverage which highlights how everything from political action to lifestyle change can contribute to addressing the water crisis.

	Coordinate to avoid replication and unnecessary

duplication


	Establish a Communication Committee for the 5th Forum

	Conduct opinion polls before and after the 5th Forum. 

Establish focus groups and Feedback mechanisms. 

Ensure membership opento representatives of organizations with proven outreach and effectiveness in communications area

	Programme/Regional/Political Processes

	The overall discussion was built around the pieces of the Forum defined as: Thematic/ Policy, Thematic/ Topical, Political, Regional and how these components must fit together in order to achieve meaningful results for the Forum. 
We want to make a Forum that everybody feels it is useful.

İt is important to found the thematic topics to three big topics and no more than 30 topics as a whole.

Those topics should fit into the political and regional processes in one way or another.

The Forum should have a very unique sexy topic to identify it.

İt was agreed that the ministerial meetings are necessary since they provide publicity and profile.

Political component needs to be different that the past and it should include the ministerial level and the local authorities level.

The political component should produce multiple outputs, including political declarations, panel, political messages, ect

Political process should be organised in a way that is attractive to politicians.
The regional process is considered as very important and it has to add more value
· Cross regional exchanged

· Working within regional organisations

· İdentify points of expertise
We have to take into account the priorities already set by the regions and set specific goals for each priority.

The regional political interface is crucial.

We should have regional meetings complemented with regional political meetings. 

	Regional Roundtables

	MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
The group discussed a number of priority topics representing the views of those present and considered to be a sample of features of water issues in the region:
· water scarcity: methods and means for coping

· managing and protecting water resources and facilities under armed conflict

· transboundary waters and related issues: conflict prevention and resolution of existing tensions

· water and poverty eradication – economic growth ensuring serving the water needs for the poor

· conservation and use of renewable and non-renewable groundwater

· use of conventional water, reuse of wastewater and reclaiming used water

· enhancing public awareness of water issues through media, satellite TV etc

· water governance: stakeholder participation and role of gender

· strengthening and enhancing cooperation at regional level

Based on the successful experience of the 4th Forum it was agreed that the Arab Water Council will take the lead in organizing the input of the region for the 5th Forum It was noted that the lead organization broadens the participation of organizations and networks actively involved in water issues at global, regional and national levels like ESCWA, Islamic Water Networks, Regional GWP, Arab league water security network.

The operating principles to be adapted are that of inclusivity, transparency and openness that permit and encourage broader participation and representation. Sharing and exchange of experience within the region and with other regions are to be emphasized.
The group suggests that several regional consultations shall take place to shape and define the regional input to the 5th Forum. This may include:

· first major consultation to focus attention on issues and develop main strategy for moving forward (Cairo is suggested). More isssues may be identified and prioritized to reflect the main interests of the region

· second consultation to develop the issues with sectoral and thematic paper discussions (Gap project is suggested as potential host)
· final public consultation of the regional meeting to coincide with the planned Arab Water Forum (December 2008), three months before the 5th Forum, for approval of the contribution towards the 5th Forum by the region..

	ASIA-PACIFIC
It was agreed that 

· the Asia-Pacific Water Forum (APWF) Secretariat (Japan Water Forum) will take a lead of the regional process towards the 5th World Water Forum as a regional coordinator in cooperation with partners, including the participants of this meeting as well as other regional water stakeholders by using the APWF website as a platform.

· Partners will make commitments/contributions by linking their activities with the regional process for the 5th World Water Forum

· As a starting point of this process, partners are requested to submit the information about the planned meetings in the region and the APWF Secretariat will make a road map to the 5th World Water Forum.  

Summary of comments by participants

(1) Background

· This region is diverse and huge, so there are many water issues (both common for the regional and different by country).   

· 0.7 billion people do not access to safe drinking water and 1.1 billion people do not access to basic sanitation in the region.  

· Secretariat of the 5th World Water Forum expects the region to make inputs to the political process as well as to the thematic/topical process. 

(2) Proposed process

· To identify the countries to be included in the region 

· To have a focal point in each country

· To set up the working groups for the important themes/topics

· To identify all the events leading to the WWF5 

· To use the country/sub regional/ regional events as opportunities to engaged stockholders and invite the marginalized people (e.g. farmers, women and poor etc) whose voices have been not heard/reflected enough in the previous processes.    

(3) Issues to be addressed 

· Infrastructure improvement/maintenance

· Transboundary water issues

· Harmonization between development and environment

· Collaboration between health and environment sectors from the water quality’s point of view.  

· Groundwater (including ground water scarcity due to the climate change and groundwater-related disaster)

· Wastewater management

· Irrigation and participatory irrigation

· Water education / public awareness / information dissemination

· Water disaster management and its linkage to the climate change

· Gender equity

(4) Events in the region

· ICWC Meeting in April 2007 (Almaty)

· IMPIM Meeting in May 2007 (Iran)

· UNSGAB Regional Meeting in May (Shanghai)

· EAsan in June 2007 (Xi'an)

· Gender and Water Alliance Regional Meeting for Southeast Asia in August 2007 (Bangkok: TBC)

· 1st Asia-Pacific Water Summit in December 2007 (Japan)

· ICID Meeting in Sep. 2008 (Lahore)

(5)  Others

· It is important to have a declaration at the Forum which could have an impact on the national policies.

· Identify most important sectors of actions in a way that includes marginalized sectors and groups. 
· It is important to collect the cases (good/bad practices) for the regions to share among the regional stakeholders. 

· It is important to have a common message/issue(s) to appeal to the world and to add value the process and outcomes of the preparatory activities.  

· It is important to deliver the message of the region to the world, which global discussions might neglect (e.g. water-related disaster management).   



	AFRICA

The group exchanged ideas based on the experience of the 4th Forum as regard the regional process: regional meetings, local actions database, regional documents, days dedicated to regions during the Forum, regions-dedicated places in the fair.

A document titled “Outcomes of the 4th Forum” is under preparation. A draft has been presented to AMCOW-TAC. An African Water Week, to be announced on the occasion of the next AWCOW Ordinary Session (late May, Congo Brazzzaville), has been proposed as a way to launch the African regional process for the 5th Forum. A stakeholders’ meeting could be organised as a next step.

All stakeholders, including NGOs and the civil society at large, should be involved in the process and produce a regional document to be release during the 5th Forum and presenting key problems in Africa as well as national issues. The Forum is an opportunity for Africa to disseminate the actions of the African countries and change the negative image of the region. 

The regional process of the 4th Forum will be used as a model but sub-regional meetings may also be useful to highlight differences and contrasts between sub-regions and countries. 

Important issues to be discussed are among others: public water management, local water management, achieving the MDGs and the core role of water, financial support for local stakeholders’ participation to the Forum, capacity building of local stakeholders, basin-wide approaches, priority investments, partnerships.

The Forum is not an end in itself, long term perspectives are required and commitments should be translated into actions.

A regional coordinator should be assigned by the Forum organisers. The experience of AfDB should be used to build the process.



	Tuesday Report – Q&A session

	· Stress four major threats: Water scarcity/ constraints to growth/ competition and conflict/ MDGs. Need to be put back in 4. Rainwater as a source of water

· 11. Innovation and Water Technologies is not the correct page

· Objection of proposal transboundary management was not discussed. Tigris Euphrates to be removed

· Reaction to 7 about the protection of water infrastructure during armed conflict to be given to secretariat

· Case studies in many cases-overlap

· Better define terms eg Governance

· Bridging theme is not well reflected. Water as a bridge to other domains

· 11 Environment and ecosystems is taking a back seat.

· Equity needs to be represented in other sectors than NGOs. 

· Right to Water, build on work already done.

· Diversity, Gender and Equity as overarching theme.

· MDGs on Water and Energy.

· Ecosystems.

· Education and ethics, more on Water and UN Decade for Education on Sustainable Development

· Childrens Village and Citizens House.

· Bridging concept: Marginalisation and water towards outside domains.

· Need focus for bridging actions.

· Don’t avoid discussions on dams or Transboundary management.

· Water for ecosystems: links not clearly defined.

· Don’t forget issues from people who are not present here.

· Emphasize early education.

· Basin management is also aquifer man.

· Megacities

· Wetlands

· Accelerate access for the poor.

· Future economy is based on the Economy based on water.

· Try separate thematic and cross cutting issues.

· Ensure balance and continuity

· Involve non water sector reps.

· Capacity building.

· Improve communication to outside world and involve youth.

· Involve outside sector people

· Valuation of water: Bridging economic, social, and environmental dimensions.

· Many topics can be grouped.

· Ministerial declaration preparatory meeting.

· Water arts.



	Suggestions and comments on report issued in writing:
Issues proposed to be incorporated:

· ethical issues on water management or impact of corruption in water problems

· involve the question whether hydro-power is a rebewable energy option

· Water for eco-systems:  Link between groups not sufficient: eco-system degradation and the need for eco-system security-in water management process;– eco-systems highlighted in IWRM and water plans – ongoing efforts to prepare IWRM plans to consider and mainstream eco-systems and environment. This includes all ground, surface and rainwater. Asia’s monsoon paddy also to be included as a part of wetlands

· Explain the 2 main causes of the water crisis: increased demography x increased individual pressures = extremely increased pressure on water

· Saving freshwater by utilization of marginal water in agriculture

· Protecting the water infrastructure during armed conflict: right to access to water – international legislation especially for water

· Tie Water education onto the UN decades; organize the 2nd global water education village – 3rd childrens water forum and emphasize early education in natural resources esp. water and

· IWRM a comparison of experiences between developed and developing countries

· Bridging between women and men in water. Emphasize social development (women youth etc) in the water based regional development processes 

General proposals:

· Include themes that can attract non-water sector people  and balance themes according importance for global water consumption. Improvement of day-to-day practices and policies may be more attractive than long term issues
· Past themes need updates; use the opportunity to take advantage of good work already done – e.g. case studies. But balance between continuity and renewal (highlights)  Somewhere in the final program we should keep a time slot for highlighting the activities which have successfully bridged divides in the coming 2 years.

· Make it an open Forum. Need to discuss the issues from different perspectives and bridge the divides. Participation from end-users who benefit or suffer from water management must be achieved. NGOs representing wetlands, other ecosystems, fishermen, industries would participate if a wider announcement and access is provided. Involve the urban sector  people in urban areas using food and ecosystems in rural areas – don’t forget the issues from those not present
· Note overlaps and apparent duplications  ( merge topics. Need better definitions as governance in china means the same as management.  Integrate themes or clearly separate with definitions avoiding duplication of processes (e.g. regional procs. ) Theme 2 and 4 some overlap – make a different split-up: (i)  protecting and managing resources, livelihoods and biodiversity (ii) managing water services. 
· Ministerial meeting to be preceeded by a meeting 6 months in advance of undersecretaries of ministries participating.

· Study the feasibility of setting up a financially self sustainable World Water Satellite Channel to more involve outside sector people

· Separate thematic and cross cutting issues and screen products in view of the audience to be addressed. Stick to your successes – make maximum use of free interaction among participants (incl ministers)
· Make Istanbul the Davos Forum for Water. Possible niche: setting agendas informally, try to be the Davos Forum for Water (also look at the informal ministerial meetings of EU), but keeping 3 years frequency

· Quite a lot of ideas but do not be over ambitious and leave room for upcoming issues (keep in touch with actuality) Not yet enough proposals to give poor access to water

· Theme 11:  Water basin management biased towards surface water. Make it Water basin and acquifer management

· The participants to the roundtables do not reflect the diversity of stakeholders interested in “equity, education and ethics” beneficiaries, especially the young generation wre not there. A genuine demand for conctrete subjects, examples and case studies in there. For instance there was a proposition to organize a specific workshop on training of artisans, workers and local leaders who build, operate and manage water supply and sanitation systems. Succesful trainees should be invited to the workshop and show how they work, what tools they use  and this should be located in the middle of the forum.

	


