1World Water Forum – Thematic Coordinators meeting, Istanbul, November 4-6, 2007

REPORT BACK FOR GROUP 6: EDUCATION, KNOWLEDGE AND CAPACITY BUILDING
Summary of progress and highlights

· Group chaired by Professor Necati, comprised by range of stakeholders: UN system represented by UNESCO and United Nations University; higher education through ITU, Istanbul; Associations through IWA and IAHS and others including: Project WET Foundation, Arab Water Council, Turkish National Hydrological Commission and Cultural Association of Turkish Women – so pretty diverse. 


· Group generally diligent in its tasks – plenty of interaction, exchange of views and contributions.  Output 5 (Action Plan) was the only activity for which the group had more questions to the organizers, than answers to share in plenary.

· Output 1: (Issues and questions for topics and sessions):

· Of the three topics, Education & Capacity Building Strategies and Water, Science & Technology were better developed in the minds of participants; whilst recognizing its importance, the third topic of Using Professional Networks and Associations was felt by the group to need further evolution and a sharpening of its focus and objective
· The issues raised represented the diversity of subject matter within this theme – we touched on the need to:

· Restructure educational and training curricula for professionals and technicians (norms and standards appropriate)

· Disseminate what already exists regarding education materials (hydroinformatics)

· Layman educational materials, and raising awareness around water and its management from the kindergarten through to post-doctoral levels

· Investment in educational training, and investment in retaining and recruiting professionals to the sector (who will be there to achieve the MDGs?)  
· Bring about innovation in capacity development
· Focus on new frontiers in technology – use of bio- and nanotechnologies and ability to transform and leapfrog stages of development through application of high science in low tech settings

· Unpack innovation and the innovation cycle
· Look at the coherence of existing networks and professional associations and opportunities to amplify change on science, practice and policy

· Recognized that there is a need for some consolidation – we have a shortlist of potential session headings, suggestions for sequencing of these sessions and proposals that certain issues run through the theme as a ‘golden thread’ which will unite the sessions and ensure coherence of thinking.

· Output 2: (Stakeholders) at topic level
· Great deal of energy and enthusiasm – plenty of self nominations for each of the main topics

· Undertook an analysis of who else was needed for each of the sessions

· UNESCO have self-nominated as overall theme coordinator


· Output 3: (Ideas for interactive engagement)
· Reference made to the discussion from Monday morning – no need to duplicate on that brainstorming session

· Some additional thoughts:

· Reiterated need for strong link from thematic to regional and political processes

· During preparatory phase, that it would be useful to have theme leaders to develop an early draft or initial policy issues that can be raised in the parallel political process

· Focus on learning from previous fora and position this thinking explicitly within the topics and sessions taken forward in Istanbul

Output 4: (Ideas for regional and national engagement)

· Work with what exists regional and nationally in terms of networks and organizations
· Look at regional needs assessment as way to inform proper stakeholder analysis
Output 5: Action plan

· Where we ran out of time and energy…

· Points of clarification needed – how can we begin to develop action plan in absence of understanding range of voluntary contributions from individuals and organizations at this meeting…?

Parking lot

· Water and culture

· Importance of media

Flipchart notes from session 6: Education, Knowledge and Capacity Building

Output 1: Issues and suggestions for topics
Topic session: Education and Capacity Building Strategies (possible session titles)

· MDGs versus water education/training – where are we now? (possible plenary discussion – strong emphasis on overview of topic)

· Water: Can it cut through the entire educational system

· E-learning: lessons, opportunities and limits

· Water education: from K12 to post-docs and beyond

· Circuit riders versus knowledge society

· Water education models and realities

· Funding for water education: an investment in our common future

Topic session: Water, Science and Technology: appropriate and innovative solutions for the C21st

· Restructuring of educational curricula

· Technology exchange – what is the modus operandi for achieving this effectively?

· Obtainable technologies for the MDGs

· Frontiers of Science + New technologies and their application (this had much support from the group)

· How to unpack innovation – what is it, how do you foster innovation?

Topic session: Using professional associations and networks to strengthen the water sector

· Point of clarification – was this referring only to networks within the sector, or also outside (media, other learned societies in adjacent sectors?)
· Point of clarification – it is difficult to disagree with the need for the topic, so what is the imperative and dramatic tension?  What will be the emphasis?

· Possible focus: coherence of existing networks and associations, how to upscale achievements and impacts, how to amplify change in science, practice and policy through using associations

Output 2: stakeholders

· Education and Capacity Building Strategies:

· Volunteers: UNESCO-IHP, UNESCO-IHE, UNW-DPC, Project WET, CATW

· Needed: stronger civil society engagement, youth & children groups

· Water, Science and Technology:

· Volunteers: UNESCO-IHP, IWA, IAHS, TUHHK

· Needed: Private sector, NGOs, Government

· Using networks and professional associations

· Volunteers: IWA, UNW-DPC, Project WET, CATW

· Needed: IWALC

· Theme coordinator

· Volunteer: UNESCO

· Needed: nominations sought

Output 3: Ideas for interactive engagement

· General: 

· Strong link to regional and political process from topics

· What will be our set of guidelines for operation of the theme

· Preparation phase:

· What are the policy issues to be included in the political process

· Use the base of information technology – webcasting, on line mechanisms

· Primer documentation required to set the debate – ‘state of the art’ on the subject

· During Forum sessions

· Statement ahead of the topic on ‘where we are’ and what we have learned from previous fora and other conferences

· Overarching questions to drive true multi-stakeholder debate and dialogue

Post-Forum

· How to ensure learning between fora?

· Reporting on key outcomes from Mexico WWF4

· Energy to engage in media to carry outcomes and cover follow up process

Output 4: Ideas for regional and national engagement
· Contact established to identify existing best practices related to the topic within the them

· Need a checklist for topic and session format in order to optimize national and regional representation

· Connecting stakeholders from local level into Forum process

· Primer documentation – regional needs assessment leading to identifying gaps in stakeholder analysis

